
Useful Website information for parents – Pond Meadow 

Nice idea for format on webpage - ‘Strategies to support the curriculum’ Portesbery School - 

Strategies 

1. PECS https://pecs-unitedkingdom.com/pecs/ 

The Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) allows children and adults with autism 

and other communication difficulties to initiate communication.  

PECS consists of six phases and begins by teaching an individual to give a single picture of a 

desired item or action to a “communicative partner” who immediately honors the exchange 

as a request. The system goes on to teach discrimination of pictures and how to put them 

together in sentences. In the more advanced phases, individuals are taught to use modifiers, 

answer questions and comment. 

2. TEACHH Our Mission and Vision | TEACCH® Autism Program or The TEACCH approach 

(autism.org.uk) 

The TEACCH® approach tries to respond to the needs of autistic people using the best 

available approaches and methods known so far, for educating and teaching autonomy. It is 

not a single method and can be used alongside other approaches. 

3. Makaton Home (makaton.org) or Makaton with Lucinda - YouTube  

Makaton is a unique language programme that uses symbols, signs and speech to enable 

people to communicate. It supports the development of essential communication skills such 

as attention and listening, comprehension, memory, recall and organisation of language and 

expression. 

With Makaton, signs are used, with speech, in spoken word order. This helps provide extra 

clues about what someone is saying. Using signs can help people who have no speech or 

whose speech is unclear. Using symbols can help people who have limited speech and those 

who cannot, or prefer not to sign. 

4. Intensive Interaction Intensive Interaction - Fundamentals of Communication 

Intensive interaction is an approach for teaching communication skills to children and adults 

who have autism, severe learning difficulties and profound and multiple learning difficulties 

who are still at early stages of development. The approach focuses on teaching the 

fundamentals of communication – the communication concepts and performances that 

precede speech development, though it may include many people who have some speech 

and language development. 

5. PODD PODD communication books | NovitaTech (Australian, but nicest format and 

information) 

Pragmatic Organisation Dynamic Display (PODD) is normally a book or device that contains 

symbols and words to support communication between people with complex communication 

needs and their communication partners, whether that's carers, family, friends or support 

workers. 

6. ALDs 

Aided language displays are used to support core vocabulary for specific activities. Playing 

games, reading books or snack times are all opportunities where you might support your 

child to communicate using the vocabulary on the board.  

The boards are made up of core vocabulary (mostly verbs and adjectives) which you will find 

across most boards and then fringe vocabulary (nouns) which are specific to the activity you 

are doing eg Playdough or bubbles 
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7. AAC What is AAC? - AssistiveWare 

Communication devices, systems, strategies and tools that replace or support natural speech 

are known as augmentative and alternative communication (AAC). These tools support a 

person who has difficulties communicating using speech. 

 

Surrey’s Local Offer Surrey Local Offer 

The Surrey Local Offer website is for children and young people with additional needs, their families 

and the practitioners who help them. On it you will find helpful information and the details of 

support services in your area. 
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